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The Heat Goes On Well Past Summer: Outdoor Rooms Enhanced by Hearth Appliances Stretch the Season and Lengthen Evenings
Arlington, VA  In the strictest terms, an outdoor room consists basically of a durable barbecue grill, a dining table and chairs, lighting for night, an umbrella for shade and some type of portable heater, chiminea or fireplace to chase away the chilly weather, night or day. A perfectly functional outdoor room with quality products can be assembled for approximately $2,500. Then, of course, there is the other end of the scale where the sky (and the budget) can be the limit.

In a recent independent tracking study of U.S. gas grill owners, half of the respondents in fact have an ‘outdoor room’, even though many do not 

even know the term. According to the Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Association (HPBA) data, nearly 30 percent of grill owners intend to upgrade their outdoor cooking area this year or next. The U.S. Census Bureau tells us that second and vacation homes are on track to double in number by 2010 (to 10 million!) The National Association of Home Builders reports that well over half the new single family houses built today have a porch, patio or deck.

Hottest Items for Outdoors

The products that drive this cozy, extended outdoor living can be fueled by gas, wood or electricity. More than half a million U.S. consumers placed an outdoor heating appliance on their deck, porch or patio in 2003, and they are helping to drive the popularity and functionality of our casual, comfortable lifestyle.

Outdoor hearth products and grills happen to go together as well as burgers and buns. They include chimineas, firepits, portable outdoor fireplaces or patio heaters, and, according to data from the Hearth, Patio & Barbecue Association (HPBA), they stretch the barbecue season (already a year-round thing for about 60 percent of barbecuers everywhere) and make fun evenings at home last longer. You can make a more permanent investment by building in a weatherproof outdoor fireplace as part of your outdoor amenities.

The Census Bureau also reports that about a third of the $172 billion homeowners spent for remodeling and renovation in 2003 was for exterior amenities. New patios, decks, landscaping, hardscaping and spas are major investments – and an outdoor hearth appliance will go a long way to amortizing it! Depending on the layout of your backyard, you may want several of these easily affordable appliances.
What all this means is that a hugely increasing number of chimineas, firepits and portable outdoor heaters will be keeping the chill off the places Americans spend so much quality time at home.

The Products

A wide variety of types and sizes of outdoor hearth appliances are available to consumers today, with prices ranging from $50 or so for a ceramic chiminea up to thousands for a built-in outdoor fireplace of architectural fieldstone.

Chimineas come in either clay, ceramic or metal models (which can run as high as $750 for a gas-fueled cast-iron gas model) and are primarily wood-burning. The ceramic ones use specially manufactured chiminea logs, for optimal performance.

Firepits, fueled by wood or gas, typically retail for as little as $150 or can go as high as $1,000. Portable electric heaters are easily moved, clean and simple to use and will cost between $100 for a tabletop unit and run up to $1,200 for a commercial grade stainless steel infra-red model. The cost for a weatherproof outdoor fireplace is entirely dependent on its size and the material used as well as the degree of customizing required.
Another outdoor living device rapidly gaining in popularity is the mosquito eliminator, which reduces or eliminates the threat of biting insects that can so easily discourage outdoor living. The retail range in this new category is between $150 and $1,500.
Some 1.5 million fireplaces and freestanding stoves were shipped in 2003 to warm, decorate and enhance the appearance of our indoor living spaces. Outdoor hearth products are on the same upward track as we begin to pay the same kind of attention to the largest ‘room’ in any home. For additional information please visit www.hpba.org
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